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What are ... 
 

SPECIAL 
 RESOLUTIONS ? 

 
“Special resolutions” are referred to in both the Retirement Villages and the 
Association Incorporation Acts of the WA Parliament, both of which are in use in 

retirement villages.  (“Special resolutions” under the Strata Titles Act are different 
and are not covered here.) 

 
In both these Acts, a special resolution is 

required when a decision is to be made on 
an important and significant issue that 

directly affects the financial or general 
well-being of all the residents in a village. 
 

Most issues in a retirement village will be 
dealt with by an ordinary resolution.  An 
ordinary resolution is agreed (passed, 

approved) if more than 50% of the 
persons present at a meeting in person or 

by proxy vote in favour (yes). 
 

For a special resolution to pass, the 
conditions to be met are more demanding: 

 there must be at least 10 working days 
written notice of the meeting; 

 the required quorum is at least 30% of 
residents present personally or by 
proxy; 

 the resolution must be approved by 
75% of those residents present 

personally or by proxy who actually 
cast a vote on the resolution. 

 

Note:  Where two or more residents 

occupy the same residential premises, 
each person is entitled to a vote except 
where their residential contract (deed) 
provides otherwise. 
 

The following are matters that must be 
decided by a special resolution: 
(a) approving the application of any 

budget surplus in the village to a 
purpose, other than the future 

operating expenses of the village, 
generally of benefit to the residents 

of that village (clause 20); 
(b) forming an incorporated association 

to carry out the function of the 
residents committee (clause 24(2)); 

(c) dissolving a residents committee 
(clause 24(5)); 

(d) removing a member of the residents’ 

committee during his or her term 
(clause 24(6)); 

(e) collectively applying to the State 
Administrative Tribunal if a dispute 
arises between the residents and the 

administering body regarding an 
increase in recurrent charges or the 

imposition of a levy (Retirement 
Villages Act 1992 section 57A); 

(f) opting out of the requirement that 

the annual financial statements of 
the village, presented to residents at 

the accounts presentation meeting, 
be independently audited for the 
financial year in which the resolution 

is passed (clause 19(10));  and 
(g) varying (including adding or deleting) 

the availability of a communal 
amenity or service (Regs 7C and 7E). 

 

Two matters that must be agreed by 

special resolution of residents and with the 
agreement of the administering body 

are — 
(a) residents’ requests to vary or revoke 

the residence rules (clause 23(3));  
and 

(b) varying the dispute resolution 

processes prescribed in the Code 
(clause 30(8)). 


